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Agenda 

• Property Tax Freeze Credit - History 

• Rebate Eligibility for School Districts 

• Government Efficiency Plan Compliance 

– Savings requirements 

– Types of savings 

• Certifications and Submission 

• Government Efficiency Plan update 

 



History 

• The 2014-15 enacted state budget established 
a property tax freeze credit for NYS 
homeowners for the 2014-15 and 2015-16 
school years. 

• The credit was implemented as a rebate check 
based on the increase in taxes imposed by 
school districts and other municipalities that 
are subject to the tax cap. 

• Rebates for STAR eligible homeowners in each 
entity are based on that entity’s compliance 
with the property tax cap. 



Eligibility for School Districts 

• Residential property owners that are STAR eligible on 
their primary residence. 

• The school district must comply with the tax levy 
limit in 2014-15 and/or 2015-16. 

• Eligible property owners receive a rebate check in 
the fall of 2014 and/or 2015. 

• Rebates reimburse homeowners for the dollar 
increase in their tax bill or CPI, whichever is greater. 

• In 2015, in addition to complying with the property 
tax cap, the rebate will also be dependent upon the 
school district having a state approved government 
efficiency plan demonstrating savings equal to 1% of 
the 2014-15 tax levy. 



Government 
Efficiency Plan 

(GEP) 



Government Efficiency Plan 
Compliance 

 
• The Government Efficiency Plan must 

demonstrate the school district will achieve 
savings equivalent to 1% per year of the 2014-
15 school tax levy in each of the three years 
starting in 2016-17. 
– Plans may be regional, multi-district or individual 

district. 

– Plans may include efficiencies going back to July 1, 
2012, which coincides with the implementation of 
the property tax cap legislation. 

– Savings plans must be submitted to the Director of 
NYS Budget by June 1, 2015. 

 



Government Efficiency Plan 
Compliance 

• Government Efficiency Plans can include: 
– Cooperation agreements: Agreements entered into 

between eligible school districts to implement sharing 
or consolidation of functions or services (i.e., 
procurement, transportations services, grants 
management). 

– Shared services: Functional consolidations by which one 
school district completely provides a service or functions 
for another eligible school district in its entirety. 

– Mergers: School district reorganizes to join with a 
neighboring district. 

– Efficiencies: Actions taken by a local government or 
school district to improve the completion of existing 
processes or functions or the delivery of an existing 
service that result in a lower cost. 
 



Government Efficiency Plan 
Compliance 

• The GEP must include savings of at least 1% of the 
levy of an individual or collective group of schools. 

• A school district may participate in only one 
Government Efficiency Plan and may either submit a 
plan individually or with other school districts. 

• Guidance from NYS Department of Taxation and 
Finance strongly encouraged school districts to 
develop and submit county or region-wide plans. 

• The actual GEP must meet the savings requirement 
in 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19. 

 

 



Savings Requirement for Joint Plans 

School District A $  21,000,000 

School District B 
 

$  66,000,000 

School District C $  49,000,000 

School District D 
 

$  18,000,000 

TOTAL LEVY $ 154,000,000 

1% savings 
required 

$   1,540,000 

The savings 
requirement is 
plan-wide.  Each 
district does not 
have to 
individually meet 
the savings 
requirement.  The 
plan as a whole 
has to meet the 
savings 
requirement. 



Certifications and Submission 

• The GEP includes a number of certifications 
to ensure: 

– Local officials will implement cooperation 
agreements, shared services, mergers and 
efficiencies identified in the plan; 

– The savings estimates in the plan are accurate;  

– The total of the savings estimates meets the 
savings requirement. 



Government Efficiency Plan 

• Garden City will be participating in a multi-
district plan working with 13 other Nassau 
school districts.  

 
Carle Place Locust Valley 

East Williston Manhasset 

Garden City North Shore 

Glen Cove Oyster Bay 

Great Neck Port Washington 

Herricks Roslyn 

Jericho Syosset 



Government Efficiency Plan 

• There will be a resolution on the Board of 
Education agenda tonight that will 
memorialize our participation in the 
cooperative submission. 

• Roslyn Public Schools will be named the 
“lead” district to submit the plan. 

 



Government Efficiency Plan 

• Total savings that we are required to achieve 
are in excess of $13MM. 

• We anticipate submitting a plan that will 
demonstrate the required savings.  Some 
examples include: 
– Cooperative purchasing 
– Transportation sharing arrangements 
– Contract negotiations at less than the increase that 

would have been imposed by Triboro 
– Retirement incentive savings 
– Staff reductions/efficiencies 
– Bond refunding 
– Energy cost reductions 

 

 



Government Efficiency Plan 
• While we have received scattered guidance on 

the plan requirements since July, individual 
savings efficiencies are still being discussed 
with representatives from the Division of 
Budget. 

• Our confidence level is low that all questions 
will be answered in this tight timeframe. 

• Plan submission is required by June 1, 2015. 
 

• The NYS Director of Budget will review the 
documents and determine whether the legal 
requirements were met by each signatory on 
the plan by July 31, 2015. 



QUESTIONS??? 

 


